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I GCSE I SLAMI YAT ( 4 I SO)  

PRI NCI PAL EXAMI NER’S REPORT ON THE 2 0 1 8  EXAMI NATI ON. 

 

I NTRODUCTORY COMMENTS 

There was a sm all increase in the number of candidates sit t ing for this final 

exam inat ion of the current  specificat ion.  Although few of the candidates 

appeared to com e from the Shi’ah t radit ion, both Shi’ah and Sunni candidates 

have always been able to answer two quest ions either from  Sect ion 3a or 3b, 

provided both answers are from  the sam e sect ion.   

The paper at t racts candidates from  a wide range of countr ies, and they 

demonst rate the full range of abilit y. There are m any candidates who score high 

m arks across all sect ions of the paper, dem onst rat ing a detailed knowledge and 

understanding of I slam . On the other hand, there are som e candidates who 

appear less well-equipped to deal with the full dem ands of the paper.  I n som e 

cases they m ay dem onst rate a good level of learned knowledge, but  then fail to 

analyse Muslim  beliefs, often stat ing the beliefs quite effect ively, but  failing to go 

on to explain or evaluate them .   

 

Sect ion  1  Th e Qu r ’an  an d  Had i t h  

Translat ion of the var ious texts was generally accurate, although occasionally 

the t ranslat ions were incomplete or they were t ranslat ions of other passages.  

When only one or two m arks are available, t ranslat ions often have to be j udged 

sim ply r ight  or wrong, so it  is important  for candidates to t ranslate accurately or  

at  least  paraphrase fully.  

The ensuing single m ark quest ions allowed the range of candidates to build up 

their m arks. The one pr incipal weakness was the tendency to be over general.  

For exam ple, when candidates were asked why Muslims should avoid telling lies, 

it  is not  sufficient  to respond by saying that  it  displeases Allah, or that  liars will 

be punished, because this kind of response could be used to answer m any 

different  quest ions. Rather candidates needed to answer in a way that  

responded to the specific point  of the quest ion, perhaps in this exam ple by 

saying that  ly ing breaks down t rust  between m em bers of the umm ah.   

  

Sect ion  2  Th e Li f e, Teach in g  an d  Ach iev em en t s o f  t h e Pr op h et  

There were m any good answers to quest ions in this sect ion. I t  is clear, though, 

that  som e aspects of the specificat ion needed to be looked at  in more detail by 

som e cent res. Quest ion 4a)  and 6a)  about  the conquest  of Makkah and the final 

Haj j  of the Prophet , were answered well,  with many candidates very fam iliar 

with the details. However, far fewer candidates knew enough about  the ear ly 

relat ionship between the Prophet  and Abu Talib and part icularly Bahira.   



Perhaps the key area of weakness, for som e candidates, was in respect  of the 

part  c)  quest ions. There was a tendency among som e to repeat  ideas already 

expressed in a)  and b)  rather than enter into a discussion about  them , or relate 

them  to m odern life. A good exam ple would be 5c)  which asked candidates to 

discuss how the exam ple of the Prophet  could be used to face challenges of life 

today. Less able candidates tended just  to repeat  the teachings and act ions of 

the Prophet , without  discussing why following those teachings could be 

part icularly im portant  in the modern world.   

I t  would be helpful to com m ent  briefly on each of the quest ions in this sect ion in 

turn. 

 

Qu est ion  4  

4a)  Good answers focussed on the details of the bat t le that  led to the conquest .  

Many candidates knew these details well.  Som e, however, could not  dist inguish 

between different  bat t les, and som e seem ed to m isread the quest ion, and wrote 

about  other events relat ing to Makkah, such as the Hij rah.  

4b)  There were som e good answers to both parts of this quest ion. One key 

elem ent  of the quest ion was to relate the qualit ies shown by the Prophet  to the 

events surrounding the conquest  of Makkah, such as the forgiveness and 

compassion shown to capt ives. Weaker answers addressed the Prophet ’s faith 

and character m ore generally, or only in vague term s without  any specific 

reference to this part icular bat t le and its afterm ath.   

4c)  This quest ion was answered quite well,  with candidates showing a good 

awareness of the conflict  that  can occur within fam ilies and the local com munity. 

They drew lessons from the teaching of the Qur’an and from the example of the 

Prophet  to suggest  rem edies.  

 

Qu est ion  5  

5a)  Those candidates who were able to correct ly ident ify Abu Talib and Bahira 

were also able to describe the relat ionship during the ear ly years of the life of 

the Prophet  (such as Abu Talib’s role as Guardian to the Prophet  and Bahira’s 

vision) . Those who lost  m arks did so either because they could not  ident ify 

them , or wrote generally, without  referr ing to any specific aspects of the 

relat ionship.  

5b)  Many candidates found this m ore difficult  to answer, often being unable to 

suggest  ways in which the Prophet ’s later m ission benefit ted from  the support  

and encouragem ent  of these two m en. However, the st ronger candidates were 

able to explain, for example, how the moral influences of his early life helped the 

Prophet  grown into a courageous and m erciful leader. 

5c)  On the whole this quest ion was well done by m any candidates, who clearly 

drew lessons from  the teaching and exam ple of the Prophet  for their own lives, 



and for the lives of Muslims around the world, such as the value of honesty, and 

of endurance in the face of persecut ion.   

 

Qu est ion  6  

6a)  Many candidates knew the details of the final Haj j  of the Prophet  and scored 

highly on this quest ion.  

6b)  Som e candidates were clear ly fam iliar with the content  of the Prophet ’s final 

serm on and were able to m ent ion his emphasis on the equalit y of all Muslim s, 

regardless of race or background, and the im portance of the fam ily. Other 

candidates were not  so fam iliar with the Prophet ’s actual words and could only 

speak generally. 

6c)  This quest ion was well-answered overall,  with m any candidates able to 

explain the cent ral importance to Muslim s of belief in the oneness of Allah, and 

how worship of Allah helps Muslims to live faithful lives and avoid temptat ion 

and sin. Again, the abilit y to m ake specific reference to the final serm on helped 

som e candidates gain more m arks.  

 

Sect ion  3 a ( Su n n i  p er sp ect i v e)   

The vast  major ity of candidates tackled this part  of Sect ion 3, though its worth 

repeat ing that  any student  were able choose to answer from  either Sect ion 3a or 

sect ion 3b, provided they did not  answer one from  each sect ion.   

 

Qu est ion  7  

7a)  This quest ion was well-answered. Most  candidates knew the dist inct ion 

between ‘halal’ and ‘haram ’ and were able to ident ify correct  exam ples of 

perm it ted and forbidden foods.  

7b)  This quest ion was also well-answered, and m any candidates were able to go 

beyond writ ing about  the health issues to refer to the value of obedience to the 

will of Allah, of the value of self-discipline, and also the way in which shared 

pract ice can st rengthen the um m ah.  

7c)  Som e candidates found this quest ion m ore challenging, and spoke sim ply 

about  the lack of t rustworthy sources of halal food in som e non-Muslim  count r ies 

(som et im es with specific exam ples) . Such answers gained som e m arks of 

course, but  it  was good to see candidates who were able to address the spir itual 

implicat ions of this challenge, and explain how responding to it  could be both   a 

source of unity am ong Muslim s and of st rengthened comm itm ent  to Allah.  

 

 

 



Qu est ion  8  

8a)  Although this quest ion was one of the less popular quest ions, candidates 

who chose it  were able to provide a good level of detail about  the relat ionship 

between the Prophet  and Aisha and scored well.   

8b)  Answers to this quest ion tended to be descr ipt ive rather than explanatory, 

saying how the Prophet ’s wives were expected to behave. They did not  always 

address the key quest ion of why their  part icular example was im portant , and 

how they were seen as role m odels in term s of their m odesty and fidelity to the 

teaching of the Qur’an.  

8c)  Candidates were aware of the value of fam ily life, part icular ly within I slam , 

and the challenges it  faces in the modern world. References to the dist ract ions of 

new technology and the tem ptat ions of m odern society were well expressed, and 

the value of fam ily unity and faithfulness to Allah well explained. This was a 

well-answered quest ion overall.   

 

Qu est ion  9  

9a)  There were m any excellent  answers to this quest ion. I t  was good to read 

answers that  showed an understanding of zakat  in term s of the purificat ion of 

wealth and of econom ic fairness, as well as an act  of charity.  

9b)  Sim ilar ly, m any candidates were able to address both sides of this quest ion, 

not  only understanding the m ore obvious benefits for those who receive zakat , in 

terms of the im proved qualit y of their  lives, but  also how there are m any ways in 

which the giver receives blessings and how it  st rengthens their  com m itm ent  to 

their  faith.  

9c)  This quest ion was clearly m ore of a challenge. Many answers sim ply 

repeated the explanat ions offered in part  b) . For full m arks it  was im portant  for 

candidates to address the specific issue of obligat ion. Som e certainly did, and 

were often able to see the m erits of both sides of the argum ent , understanding 

that  the giving of zakat  is a com m and, but  that  there is also the spir itual benefit  

of act ing freely with good intent ion. The very best  candidates were even able to 

explain how these two ideas are not  necessarily mutually exclusive.  

 

Sect ion  3 b  ( Sh i ’ah  p er sp ect i v e)  

Very few candidates at tem pted these quest ions, but  those who did so often 

answered well and showed a good understanding of the issues raised by the 

topics. Candidates usually answered quest ions 10 and 12 (which m irrored 

quest ion 7 in Sect ion 3a, com m ents above) . 

 

 

 



Qu est ion  1 0   

10a)  The few candidates who answered this quest ion usually did so well,  having 

a good knowledge of the Twelve I m am s and of their  qualit ies, specifically their 

incorrupt ibilit y and their  infallible interpretat ion of Shari’ah.   

10b)  There was also a good understanding of the Shi’ah responsibilit y to obey 

the teachings of the Twelve I m ams, st ressing in part icular the Shi’ah belief that  

they are appointed and guided by Allah, and that  their teachings can help to 

establish peace.  

10c)  Like all the evaluat ion quest ions, this was m ore of a challenge. However, 

there were candidates who were able to com pare the not ion of I m am  with that  

of Khalifah, and others who considered the problem of the geographical 

dispersion of Shi’ahs. Overall,  though, the discussion of this topic was simple 

and undeveloped.  

 

Ad v ice on  h ow  t o  im p r ov e p er f o r m an ce 

This report  has t r ied to provide specific guidance on all but  a few of the 

quest ions that  were answered by candidates. From those observat ions it  is 

possible to draw out  som e item s of general observat ions:  

 I n the t ranslat ions in Sect ion 1, full marks were only available if the 

t ranslat ion were accurate and near complete, although accurate 

paraphrases were accepted.  

 I t  was also im portant  in Sect ion 1 that  the answers were specific to the 

quest ion, and did not  resort  to recurr ing general ideas such as the value 

of obedience and the avoidance of punishm ent .  

 I n sect ions 2 and 3 the a)  quest ions required the candidate to display 

detailed knowledge of events or teachings in order to gain full marks. On 

the whole it  was bet ter  to avoid lists with br ief phrases, as som et im es 

they lacked sufficient  detail to gain full m arks.   

  The sect ion 2 and 3 b)  quest ions the key challenge was to provide 

developm ent  of answers, rather than sim ple reasons expressed in single 

sentences.  

 c)  quest ions in Sect ions 2 and 3 usually required candidates either to 

consider issues from more than one point  of v iew, or relate teachings to 

issues faced in the m odern world.  
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